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Why Isaaffik?

 To support Arctic research collaboration across universities and research 
institutions - initially in the Kingdom of Denmark (Denmark, Greenland, Faroe Isl.)

 To support sharing of logistics in remote Arctic areas (cost saving)

 To map the Greenland research infrastructure



Background

 In September 2014 representatives of the entire Arctic scientific community in the 
Kingdom of Denmark gathered for a conference, called The Arctic Initiative

 The purpose was to strengthen collaboration between the universities and research 
centers

 Four workgroups were formed: Research, Education, Consultancy, and Logistics

 Logistics group task: Develop a website to support The Arctic Initiative

 Target: Website in the air (version 1) by April 2015 

 ”Isaaffik” is the Greenlandic word for ”gateway” 



Isaaffik partners

All major Arctic research centers and universities in the Kingdom of Denmark
& Ministry of Science and Joint Arctic Command

FI  – AU  – DMI  – GEUS  – GN  – DTU  – KU  – SDU  – AAU  – AKO



Basic principles of Isaaffik

 Provide overview

 Independent website

 Not a replacement for existing websites; but a supplement

 Links to existing sources

 Central guidance (by a coordinator) – decentral maintenance (by local partner 
coordinators)









































Does Isaaffik pay off?

Case story: Station Nord helicopter share project summer 2016

 Unrealistic for one smaller project to finance a helicopter project

 Project flying: ~ 20,000 USD

 Ferry flying (+ transport of fuel depots): ~ 80,000 USD

 Ferry expenses pr. project for 8 partners: ~ 10,000 USD

Logistics sharing advantages (creates a positive spiral):

 More projects to share ferry flying, - or even eliminate need of this

 More - and smaller - projects becomes economic realistic

 More and cheaper research for the money !
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Is Isaaffik recognized?

At the White House Arctic Science Ministerial meeting in Washington, on 28 September, 
the Danish Minister for Higher Education and Science, Ulla Tørnæs, in her speech singled 
out the Isaaffik website as  “a tool for collaboration between Arctic Science researchers 
within the Kingdom of Denmark and internationally.”

http://ufm.dk/en/the-minister-and-the-ministry/the-minister/speeches/2016/collaboration-is-the-means-to-strengthen-arctic-science

http://ufm.dk/en/the-minister-and-the-ministry/the-minister/speeches/2016/collaboration-is-the-means-to-strengthen-arctic-science


A few conclusions from the Isaaffik collaboration

 Get the right people around the same table to create, to coordinate - and become a team

 It’s what happens between meetings that matters

 Each partner is responsible for own data and local processes

 If you want a shared overview, it starts with yourself offering your collaborators insight

 Rather “what can I do for the common benefit” than “what’s in it for me” 

 A website is just a tool – mutual trust and real commitment makes all the difference



You’re all invited to join us at:
www.isaaffik.org



Thank you - Qujanaq - Takk –Tak

for your attention !


